
Dear HRMS Families, 

 

This lengthy (sorry) edition of the HRMS News contains information on iPads, a sample family schedule for 

learning at home, additional learning opportunities for families, attendance, grades and grading, and 

some thoughts on “homeschooling” during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

Common iPad Issues 

Where are my Google Docs? 

 

Everyone can now access Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, and Drive right from the browser on your iPad like 

you would on a computer. It offers a fuller experience with fewer limitations. 

 

To do this, just: 

 

1. Open Safari 

 

2. Go to drive.google.com and it should look like it does on a computer and have more features available 

this way. 

 

3. Once you are in Google Drive (or on Google's main page) there will be a square made up of 9 dots in 

the upper right corner. When you click on that you can access all the different google apps. You can even 

scroll down on that menu to reveal more available apps. 

 

If you have not updated your iPad recently you may need to update it in order to access it like this, so 

please update your iPad by going to Settings > General > Software Update, and following the steps there 

to get your iPad up-to-date. 

 

iPads That Are Not Connecting To Home WiFi or Have Previously Been Restricted By The School 

 

Please complete the following steps to correct these problems 

 

Call Aaron at HelpDesk with the following special phone number at (503) 387-5065 

A specific time will be scheduled 

Drive to any school building in HRCSD to connect with our internal WiFi system.  The interior road at 

HRMS or most school parking lots close to the building will work. 

Call Aaron at (503) 387-5065 and he will “remote in” to your iPad to correct the issue. 

 

Sample Distance Learning Day 

 

We understand that each family’s home situation varies greatly. Please know that we are designing for 

instruction for 30 minutes per class (and no more than 3 hours of screen-based learning) for the AVERAGE 

student.  Please do not have your kids spend more than three hours in front of their iPads doing school 

work if they are putting in a good effort. 

 

Here is just one model on how to structure your day. Please do what works best for your family. 



 

 

 

Afternoon: Enrichment Learning/Healthy Activity Ideas 

 

HRCSD FAMILY LEARNING RESOURCES 

 

The Family Learning Resources Webpage can be found at: https://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/familylearning 

 

SORA-For Academic and Personal Reading 

K-8 Students log in with - 

Username: first.last i.e., jane.doe 

Password: 00 + 6 digit student ID i.e., 00123456 

 

 

Family Education Resources from Gorge STEM Hub 

www.gorgestem.org/homelearning 

Includes a list of high-quality good general resources to keep learners engaged, as well as an additional 

sample daily schedule and grade specific learning guides. 

 

Hands-on at Home: Fun STEM Activities  

 www.gorgestem.org/hands-on-stem 



Includes activities normally run in the after-school Maker Club program from the Columbia Gorge STEM 

HUB, adapted so you can use them at home. PDFs can be downloaded and many of the materials can be 

gathered easily at home. 

Other Ideas: 

 

Go for a jog or a walk 

Go skateboarding 

Ride your bike 

Play soccer, football, frisbee, kickball, with your siblings 

Make an obstacle course 

Bake 

Play a board game 

Call a relative and ask them about their childhood 

Do something creative - draw, write, build 

 

Caution:  I recommend that you do not artificially create “busywork” to replicate a 6 hour school day. This 

can create an adversarial relationship with your “students”. Any “extra” learning time should be focused on 

engaging a person’s natural curiosity. 

 

 

Grades and Grading 

 

Students will be assigned grades for Trimester 2 for the Specialist Classes (PE, Spanish, Music, FACS, and 

Engineering).  We are awaiting guidance from the Oregon Department of Education on how grades will 

look for Quarter 3 and Quarter 4.  Please look for more communication soon in this area. 

 

 

Attendance Procedure 

 

The State of Oregon is requiring attendance to be taken twice per week for each student in each class.  We 

will take attendance by recording student responses to the Google Classroom assignment responses or 

contacts via email or phone.  Please remind your students to respond to their assignments in each class. 

 

Thoughts on “Homeschooling” during the COVID-19 Crisis 

 

Each and every family's experience during this crisis is vastly different.  Some of our families are at work 

during the day and their 12-year olds are caring for younger children and preparing meals.  Some of our 

families have two parents working from home with a single child who is bored and restless.  Some families 

are overwhelmed with the amount of school expectations and some families want additional materials to 

engage their kids.  Some folks are appreciating the slowing down of their lives and others are lamenting 

the loss of opportunities. 

 

These are not normal times.  Being at home all day is not normal.  We are blessed to live in a time that 

“distance” learning is possible, but it's not the same as school (or homeschool). Your kids are not seeing 

their friends in person and have lost the daily routine and predictability that brings order and meaning for 

our lives. I caution families about comparing your “home school” to those found on social media 



pages.  We are not “homeschooling”.  We are “crisis schooling”.   

 

As of March 30 (no doubt much higher now) 1.5 billion (or 87%) of the school-aged children on planet 

Earth are now learning from home.  We are all in the same boat.  This too shall pass and we will be back to 

our routines. 

Until that time, please laugh together and enjoy what is available during this great “slowdown”.  Please 

give your kids extra love and attention.  Please give yourself extra love and attention, too.  We miss the 

kids and look forward to a time when we will all be together again! 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Brent 

Brent M. Emmons, Principal 

Hood River Middle School 

 


